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FOREWORD

n 1990, when the state plan for the education of gifted students was adopted by the Texas State

Board of Education, the mandate to identify and serve these students was just beginning. That

plan was designed to provide program guidance and to assure that all students had the

opportunity to be fairly and accurately assessed for advanced level services. A new Texas state

plan was adopted by the State Board of Education in November 1996, and built on the first
effort, taking districts and campuses to the next level of program implementation: refining existing
services and creating additional curricular options that lead to exceptionally high levels of student
performance. The 1996 plan was designed to accomplish the two requirements that are included in
Section 29.123 of the Texas Education Code. First, the acceptable column of each section of the
plan is to be used as the basis of program accountability. The indicators in this column reflect those
activities that are included in the District Effectiveness and Compliance (DEC) review process. The
second requirement of the law is that the state plan serve as a guide for the improvement of program
services. This task is accomplished through the second and third columns of each section, which
indicate recognized and exemplary levels of commitment on the part of district and campus
personnel. These activities, which are neither mandated nor proscribed, represent methods that
educators and community members may decide to use to improve services for students. Updates of
promising practices will continue to supplement these indicators so that districts and campuses have
a comprehensive set of alternatives that can be implemented to improve student performance and
meet the state goal that is a part of this plan. Districts that have successfully implemented the
second and/or third columns of each section throughout the district, or in large districts through a
vertical team of campuses K-12, now have the opportunity to be recognized for their excellence by
applying for state recognition of their gifted program services as recognized or exemplary through a
process called “DEC+".

Texas faces many formidable tasks as we enter the twenty-first century. Success in meeting those
responsibilities can be achieved only if all Texas students are educated to their maximum
capabilities. By focusing on the goal of this plan — that gifted students develop “innovative products
and performances that are advanced in relation to students of similar age, experience, or
environment” — we can assure that Texas meets the future with confidence that all its students have
been challenged to work at the highest levels. It is hoped that this state plan will continue to assist
districts in meeting their obligations to gifted students.

Section 29.123 of the Texas Education Code requires that the State Board of Education periodically
update a state plan for the education of gifted and talented students to guide school districts in
establishing and improving programs for identified students. This revised addition of the plan is being
published to reflect changes passed by the State Board of Education in February 2000.

The development of this plan in 1990 and 1996 was a group effort with input coming from local
district educators, regional service center personnel, and from the general public. This input
continues to be very important and useful as we periodically revise the plan. The Texas State Plan
for the Education of Gifted/Talented Students continues to be recognized throughout the nation as a
model for designing quality program services that meet the needs of advanced and gifted learners.
With your continued commitment and dedication, we will maintain quality program services in Texas
and our plan will continue to serve as the archetype for others.
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Jim Nelson
Commissioner of Education
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OVERVIEW

skills and to demonstrate understanding of more sophisticated content. In response, states

throughout the country have increased their expectations for student performance. However,
while basic competencies are being raised, often there is little done to enhance services for more
advanced learners. National Excellence: A Case for Developing America’s Talent, published by the
United States Department of Education in 1993, notes that, “Most American students are encouraged
to finish high school and earn good grades. But students are not asked to work hard or master a body
of challenging knowledge or skills. The message society often sends to students is to aim for academic
adequacy, not academic excellence (p.1).”

Throughout the United States, there has been a call for America’s students to master more complex

To assure that this trend is reversed in Texas, the State Board of Education has adopted numerous
incentives that encourage districts to support services that go beyond the minimum and that meet
the needs of gifted learners. In order to express its commitment to high level learning opportunities
for all students, the Texas State Board of Education adopts the following as its goal for services for
gifted learners.

STATE GOAL FOR SERVICES FOR GIFTED STUDENTS

Students who participate in services designed for gifted students will demonstrate skills in
self-directed learning, thinking, research, and communication as evidenced by the
development of innovative products and performances that reflect individuality and creativity
and are advanced in relation to students of similar age, experience, or environment. High
school graduates who have participated in services for gifted students will have produced
products and performances of professional quality as part of their program services.

According to Section 29.123 of the Texas Education Code, the Texas State Plan for the Education
of Gifted/Talented Students forms the basis of program accountability for state mandated services
for gifted/talented students. The plan, then, is developed to be compatible with the Texas
accountability system. “Acceptable” performance measures are included for five areas of program
performance. This level reflects those actions that are included in either state law or rule. However,
some districts, in collaboration with the communities they serve, will provide more comprehensive
services. To offer some guidance to those districts or campuses, examples of “recognized” and
“exemplary” performance are included in the plan. While these actions are not mandated by the
state, they provide viable targets that local district educators seeking excellence, both for their
district and for their students, may strive to attain. In all cases, those activities in the “recognized”
column include and build on those actions included in the “acceptable” column. In turn,
“exemplary” actions build on those that merit a “recognized” designation.




Providing comprehensive services to advanced and gifted learners will be a challenge to districts. To
assist them in their work, the Texas Education Agency will:

[iinplement and monitor any state and/or federal legislation designed to provide educational
opportunities for gifted/talented students;

[refine and implement a system that provides recognition for districts and/or campuses that attain
“recognized” and “exemplary” status as indicated in this plan;

[develop materials designed to assist districts in the development of model assessment procedures
and program options;

[Tacilitate partnerships among parents, institutions of higher education, communities, and school
districts to design comprehensive advanced-level services;

[_spbonsor demonstration projects and develop materials that support the implementation of
Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate programs in middle and high schools
throughout Texas;

[dollaborate with business and industry to provide additional opportunities for gifted students;
and

[drovide information on evaluation results, developments, and achievements in the field of gifted
education to all interested parties.

Through the combined efforts of the Texas Education Agency, the regional education service centers,
local district personnel, and the communities they serve, all children will have an education that
provides challenging academic opportunities that enable them to reach their full potential.



Texas STATE PLAN FOR THE EDUCATION
OF GIFTED/ TALENTED STUDENTS

SECTION 1

STUDENT ASSESSMENT

Instruments and procedures used to assess students for program services measure diverse abilities and intelligences and
provide students an opportunity to demonstrate their talents and strengths.

ACCEPTABLE

1.1A

Written policies on student identification for
gifted/talented programs are approved by the
district board of trustees and disseminated
to all parents. (19 TAC §89.1)

RECOGNIZED

1.1.1R

Nomination procedures and forms for
assessment of gifted/talented students are
communicated to families in a language and
form that the families understand or a
translator or interpreter is provided.

1.1.2R

Families and staff are informed of student
placement and given opportunities to
schedule conferences to discuss assessment
data.

EXEMPLARY

1.1E

The district and/or campus offers an
awareness session prior to the nomination
period for families to receive an overview
of the assessment procedures and services
for gifted/talented students.

1.2A

Written policies include provisions regarding
furloughs, reassessment, exiting of students
from program services, transfer students, and
appeals of district decisions regarding
program placement. (19 TAC889.1(5))

1.2.1R

Policy related to student furloughs allow for
students to have a leave of absence from
gifted/talented program services for specified
reasons and for a certain period of time
without being exited.

1.2.2R

Policy related to reassessment of gifted/talented
students is based on performance in the
program for gifted/talented students and if
reassessment occurs at all, it is no more than
once in elementary grades, once in middle
school grades, and once in high school.

1.2.3R

Policy related to exiting of students from
gifted/talented program services is based on
multiple criteria including student perfor-
mance in the program. Exiting of students is
finalized by committee decision after con-
sultation with parents and student regard-
ing the most appropriate educational
placement.

1.2.4R

Policy related to transfer students ensures
that students are properly assessed and
appropriately placed within six weeks of
enrollment in the district. A policy is also
included that addresses transfers from
campus to campus within the district.

1.2.5R

When a gifted/talented student withdraws
and transfers to another district, the sending
district will include information on the
student’s assessment data.

1.2.6R

Policy related to appeals allows parents,
students, and educators to appeal assessment
decisions in a timely manner and to present
new data, if appropriate.

1.2E

Board policies on student assessment are
reviewed at least once every three years
and modified as needed.

Services for gifted/talented students are assessed through the Texas Education Agency’s District Effectiveness and Compliance system and do not affect a

district’s accountability ranking.
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SECTION 5
FAMILY-COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

The district regularly encourages community and family participation in services designed for gifted/talented students.

ACCEPTABLE RECOGNIZED EXEMPLARY

5.1A

School districts shall develop written policies
on student identification that are approved by
the local board of trustees and disseminated to
parents. (19 TAC §89.1)

5.1.1R

Input from family and community repre-
sentatives on the assessment procedures
is invited prior to submission to the local
board of trustees.

5.1.2R

The school district or campus holds annual
meetings or provides information requesting
parent and community nominations for
program services.

5.1.1E

The school district or campus annually
provides information and holds meetings
requesting parent and community
nominations for program services.

5.1.2E

Parents have the opportunity to participate
in a parent association for the gifted/
talented.

5.2A

School districts shall provide an array of
learning opportunities for gifted/talented
students in kindergarten through grade
twelve and shall inform parents of the
opportunities. (19 TAC §89.3)

5.2.1R

The district or campus provides orientation
and periodic updates for parents of students
identified and served in options that are part
of the gifted program.

5.2.2R

A parent/community advisory committee
offers support and assistance to the district
in program planning and improvement.

5.2.3R
Products and achievements of gifted
students are shared with the community.

5.2.4R

Presentations are given to community
groups and organizations to solicit their
involvement in services for gifted students.

5.2.5R

A data bank of community resources is
compiled for use by students, teachers, and
parents.

5.2.1E

Community volunteers are organized and
given special orientation in working with
gifted students.

5.2.2E

Liaisons with business and community
organizations are established and the use
of community resources (retired
community, foundations, universities, etc.)
is evident.

5.2.3E

The district coordinator collaborates with
the parent advisory committee to offer
professional development opportunities to
staff, parents, and community members.

5.2.4E

The parent/community advisory group
solicits support for mentorship and
independent study programs in the district.

5.3A

The district evaluates the effectiveness of the
program annually and uses the data to modify
and update district and campus improvement
plans. Parents are included in the evaluation
process. (TEC §11.251-11.253)

Services for gifted/talented students are assessed through the Texas Education Agency'’s District Effectiveness and Compliance system and do not affect a
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